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Better Data.
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Turning the Corner--¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ƎŜƴŘŀ
²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ

ÇBackground/Purpose/Process of the study

ÇMilwaukee Context

ÇThe Challenge of Change

ÇSuggested Indicators
ÇBrewers Hill 

Ç²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ

ÇOther important things to consider

ÇQuestions



Turning the 
Corner: 

Monitoring 
Neighborhood 

Change for 
Action

ÅNational Sponsors

ÅUrban Institute NNIP
ÅFunders Network -Federal 

Reserve Philanthropy 
Initiative

ÅKresge Foundation

ÅPartner Cities

ÅBuffalo

ÅDetroit
ÅMinneapolis

ÅPhoenix

ÅLocal Support

ÅCity of Milwaukee-
Department of City 
Development 

ÅGreater Milwaukee 
Foundation

ÅGreater Milwaukee 
Committee-MKE United

ÅLISC-Milwaukee

ÅNorthwestern Mutual 
Foundation

ÅZilber Family Foundation

ÅNeighborhood Organizations

ÅBrewers Hill

Å²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ 

ÅResidents and Business Owners

ÅData You Can Use team

http://www.neighborhoodindicators.org/turningthecorner

http://www.neighborhoodindicators.org/turningthecorner


Elevate the 
Conversation 

about
Neighborhood 

Change and 
άDŜƴǘǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ

ÅBackground research on topic of neighborhood 
change and gentrification

ÅLearnings from other efforts in Milwaukee

ÅShared Learnings from Partner Cities

ÅInterviewsςάƭƻƴƎ-ǘƛƳŜέ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

ÅCƻŎǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ άƭƻƴƎ-ǘƛƳŜέ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ

ÅPartner Feedback



Challenges to 
Informed 

Conversation:
Why is this so 

hard? 

ÅChange is constant

ÅDefinition depends on

ÅTime frame

ÅPerspective

ÅSpectrum of change

ÅSpecter of displacement



Challenges to 
good 

measurement
How will we 

know? 

ÅWhich indicators?

ÅCompared to what?

ÅAccounting for mobility

ÅWhat level? 



Which 
Indicators?

Based on 
seven recent 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΧ

Åresidents who rent (6)

Åresidents who are white (5) 

Åresidents without a college degree (5)

Åpercent low income (5)

Åpercent housing cost-burdened (4)  

Åchange in median rent (4)

Constructed by Data You Can Use from  Where is Gentrification Happening in Your City?

https://datasmart.ash.harvard.edu/news/article/where-is-gentrification-happening-in-your-city-1055


NOTE variables in blue are those included in the Harvard 
study cited above. The top five used in those seven studies 
are represented in the PCIT. 

Which 
άComparablesέΚ  

How do we relate to 
lessons from San 
Francisco and New 
York? 



How do we 
adjust for 

known 
mobility 

patterns? 

ÅAbout 12% of the population moves each year.

ÅUrban people move more than rural people. 

ÅMost people move within the same county.

ÅBlack or African Americans report the highest housing-related 
reasons for moving of any race. 

ÅMales are more likely than females to move for job-related reasons. 

ÅYoung people 25-29 have the lowest percentage of housing-related 
reasons for moving. 

ÅtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ 
different reasons for moving than those with lower levels of 
educational attainment. 

ÅPeople move for:
Å housing-related reasons (48%)

Å family-related reasons (30%) and 

Å job-related reasons (19%). 



Which Level?
Where do we 
see change?

ÅCity?

ÅZIP?

ÅNeighborhood?

ÅCensus Tract?

ÅCensus Block Tract?

Åά.ƭƻŎƪ ōȅ ōƭƻŎƪΣ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōȅ ƘƻǳǎŜέ








